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MISSION STATEMENT
The Garden City School District seeks to create an 

environment for learning which enables each student the 
opportunity to grow as an individual as well as a group 
member while striving to achieve the optimal level of 

academic, social and personal success.
Students will thrive in a learning environment that is 

developmentally appropriate, individualized and challenging.

Our goal and responsibility is to help each student develop an 
enthusiasm for learning, a respect for self and others, and the 
skills to become a creative independent thinker and problem 

solver.   



Vision

Inspiring and Challenging our Students to Accomplish Their Personal Best
Students will:

Foster a curiosity for learning.
Engage in productive cognitive struggle.

Find their individual passions, creativity, and strengths.
Grow increasingly self-confident.

Develop appreciation for multiple disciplines and the larger world.
Collaborate, communicate, and adapt.

Build respectful relationships.



Purpose of Summer Support Programs

● Accelerate students’ learning.
● Elevate reading and mathematics 

skills.
● Provide opportunities for ongoing 

learning in a relaxed summer setting.



In-Person Summer Reading

● Maintain and accelerate literacy skills of students 
who received academic support in 2021-2022.

● Deliver a comprehensive approach to literacy 
instruction.

● Elevate literacy skills in the areas of word study, 
fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension.

● Utilize multiple measures of data to determine 
what priority standards would be addressed.



In-Person Summer Reading

● Provide opportunities for students to communicate, 
collaborate, and cultivate a love of reading through 
personalized, targeted instruction.



Attendance

● Students who received Tier 3 
and Tier 2 interventions were 
invited to the program.

● 68 K-5 students showed 
interest in attending.

● 33 students attended the 
program.

● Offered 12 sessions, 1.5 hours 
each.



Examples of Priority Standards Addressed



Examples of Priority Standards Addressed



Student Growth
● All students were administered pre and post 

assessments that measured the priority standards.
● The post assessments indicated:

○ Kindergarten 
■ Fundations: Most students recognized 2-7 

more trick words with automaticity. 
■ Articulation: Heggerty assessments indicated 

that students grew up to 2 points.
■ Inferring: All students grew 2 points.



Student Growth

○ 1st-grade
■ All students maintained or grew 

1 Fountas and Pinnell 
instructional reading level (one 
student grew 3 reading levels).

■ Isolating, blending, segmenting, 
medial, and final sounds, 
Heggerty assessments indicated 
1-3 points of growth.



Student Growth

○ 2nd and 3rd-grade
■ All students grew 1-6 points in 

the comprehension passages 
that were administered.

■ It was noted that all students 
navigated various genres with 
more confidence and used more 
concise oral language to explain 
their thinking.



Student Growth

○ 4th and 5th-grade
■ All students maintained their Fountas and 

Pinnell instructional reading levels.
■ All students demonstrated that they were able 

to navigate and answer grade-level inferential 
questions more efficiently and effectively.

■ Students were able to explain their reasoning 
and thinking by using specific details from the 
text.



Progress Reports

● Teachers, supervisor, and Director of 
Literacy consistently communicated with 
families.

● Each child was provided with a progress 
report at the culmination of the program.

● Progress reports were shared with each 
student’s current classroom teacher.



Feedback and Next Steps
● Teachers indicated that they felt supported with the 

program structure and various resources that were 
provided.

● Families shared that they saw the growth in their 
child’s literacy skills.

● Students reported that they felt excited to use the 
strategies they learned in the classroom and beyond.



Online Summer Skills Building

● 4-weeks of digital, self-paced skills 
practice for English Language Arts & 
mathematics.

● Access via iReady online instruction and 
learning games.

● Available to all students entering 
grades 1-8.



Participation
● Parents of 701 students expressed initial 

interest.
○ 443 took the diagnostic assessment.
○ 331 participated. (74% of those assessed)

● The total average, combined participation in 
reading and math was two total hours.
○ 148 students participated 2-4 total hours.

○ 61 students participated 4-8 total hours.
○ 7 students participated 8 or more total hours.



Instructional Topics
● English Language Arts

○ Phonological Awareness
○ Phonics
○ High-Frequency Words
○ Vocabulary
○ Comprehension
○ Close Reading

● Mathematics
○ Numbers and Operations
○ Algebra and Algebraic Thinking
○ Measurement and Data
○ Geometry



Student Growth
● Students with approximately 2 hours of instruction 

generally experienced moderate growth.
● Students with approximately 2-4 hours of instruction  

generally experienced moderate to significant 
growth.

● Students with more than 4 hours of instruction  
generally experienced significant growth.

Moderate Growth = 1 level within or between grades
Significant Growth = 2 or more levels within or between grades



Progress Reports
● Parents were able to access their children’s diagnostic 

results via the iReady family portal.
● Parents were also able to access their children’s 

progress within each lesson or instructional topic.
● Parents who needed help with technology were able 

to get reports via Office Hours teachers.
● School administrators and teachers received access 

to instructional topic reports.



Feedback & Next Steps
● Parents were surveyed and indicated that 

○ they felt supported during the testing and instruction process, 
including adjusting the level of instructional challenge.

○ children consistently enjoyed using iReady and found the 
program engaging.

○ they would like an even longer program in the future.

● The district will track participants’ Running Records 
and spring-to-fall NWEA scores and report on these 
data at a future Board meeting.



Questions & Comments


